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WOMEN IN THE ARMY

BEFORE THE WAR, approximately eleven million women worked outside the
home; 2,500,000 more wanted or needed work. In March, 1944, there were
over 16,000,000 at work away from home, 7,000,000 of whom were single,
7,000,000 were married, and 2,000,000 were widowed or divorced.1 This
trend in American life aided the Army in recruiting enough women to release
more men for combat service. These women were needed in two distinct serv-
ices: in the new experiment of the Army, the Women's Army Corps, and in
the Medical Department as nurses, dietitians, physiotherapists, and doctors.
These two services were very different in make-up and in some of the problems
that confronted them.
THE WOMEN'S ARMY CORPS
The Women's Army Auxiliary Corps was created as a civilian organization
in July, 1942. It became a military unit, the Women's Army Corp, in July,
1943,, Between 1942 and 1945,140,000 women served in these organizations.
While tfiis was not a large group numerically in proportion to the total size of
the Army, it was an extremely important one which served its country well.
Earlier, the British had developed such an organization which was regarded as
being eminently successful. The utilization of women in the American Army
seemed a practical method of increasing man power by releasing men from jobs
that women could fill as well.
Although later the women in the Army "won their spurs*' as evidenced by
the enthusiastic comments of Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker,2 the WAAC got off to
a bad start. The Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, as a civilian organization, had
1 Women in the Post~War World, Women's Advisory Committee of the War Manpower Com-
mission, Washington, D.C, Apr., 1945,
2 "They (women) keep more calm than men in emergencies* . . . They were intelligent and
learned quicker. . . . They were the best foreign interpreters . . . keener, more intelligent
than men in this line of work. . . . Another characteristic of women ... is that they are
more patriotic and less selfish." Lieutenant General Ira C Eaker at the WAC officers graduation
class; No. 60, Nov. 17, 1945.